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to visit the UK rejected, which may lead them to take ‘illegal’ routes.8 If the
Government’s ambition is to reduce the number of boats, they need to provide safe
alternatives for people to claim asylum.

Finally, it is important to recognise the cultural and economic contribution that
migrants and refugees give to our country. Indeed, investment in refugees has
actually been shown to result in economic benefits over time as refugees become
entrepreneurs, innovators, taxpayers, consumers and investors, they create jobs,
raise productivity and wages of local workers, lift capital returns, stimulate
international trade and investment, and boost innovation, enterprise and growth 9.
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